Retinal degeneration in experimental scrapie after intraperitoneal or subcutaneous inoculation of hamsters.
Hamsters injected intraperitoneally or subcutaneously with the scrapie agent developed photoreceptor degeneration. The degree of degeneration did not correlate well with infectivity titers of retinal tissue or stage of clinical encephalopathy, and was not as great as seen in intracerebrally injected animals. We conclude that retinal degeneration is universal in hamsters experimentally inoculated with the scrapie agent regardless of the route of inoculation.